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Call for Workshop Papers
Textual Innovations in the Study of Sabbateanism
Sunday—Monday, October 4—5, 2026
Yad Ben-Zvi, 14 Ibn Gabirol St., Jerusalem

On Tisha B’Av 5786, we mark four hundred years to the birth of Sabbatai Zevi (1626—1676). His claim to
messiahship elicited wide-ranging support and resistance across Jewish communities. The movement he
inspired, with reverberations that endured across regions and faiths, is regarded as one of the most
consequential messianic phenomena in Jewish history. From its inception and over subsequent decades,
Sabbateanism generated a rich and heterogeneous corpus of texts: letters, kabbalistic compositions,
polemical treatises, practical guides, and more. Despite Gershom Scholem’s foundational investigations
and the extensive work of his students, source text research on Sabbateanism has declined in recent years,
with many manuscripts still awaiting sustained scholarly engagement and critical editions. This
workshop seeks to return to these sources, lift them from the silence of the archives, and renew the study

of Sabbateanism.

The workshop will focus on close reading and collective discussion of Sabbatean and anti-Sabbatean
texts that have not yet been the subject of systematic scholarly analysis. Proposals may address sources
from any genre (including films, plays, artworks, or visual materials) and from any period, with
preference accorded to earlier texts. It is likewise possible to propose an interpretive exercise that treats
existing scholarly literature as a primary source. Presentations must be based on original research that

has not been delivered in other academic forums; studies in progress are warmly welcomed.

Each session will consist of a one-hour slot dedicated to the presentation of the source, its reading, and
ensuing discussion. Sources that can enable a focused and substantive conversation should therefore be
selected. Presenters are asked to prepare guiding questions in advance and to indicate prospective lines
of inquiry that may emerge from engagement with the chosen text and cognate materials. The language
of the workshop is Hebrew, and Hebrew translations of all discussed sources must be provided alongside
the original language. The presentation itself may, however, be delivered in English. In light of the
workshop’s format, participants are expected to attend continuously throughout both days. We therefore
ask that you refrain from submitting an abstract if you are uncertain of your ability to participate for the

full duration of the workshop.

To apply, please submit an abstract of 150—300 words, including a description of the primary source to be
discussed, an account of its anticipated contribution to the study of Sabbateanism, and an outline of
possible new research trajectories that may develop from its reading. Please also attach a CV and a brief
biographical note (up to 100 words). Submissions will be accepted using this link by 5.8.26. Notification

of acceptance will be sent by 20.8.26.

The organizing committee: Prof. Jonathan Meir, Prof. Boaz Huss, Dr. Ido Harari, Efrat Lederfine Gilboa.

Contact efratled@post.bgu.ac.il with any questions.
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